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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  Amen. 

It has been a long journey through one of the shorter books of the Bible.  We have spent a good 

eight weeks together looking at the entire book of Philippians.  Now Paul brings his letter to a 

close by talking about one of the most uncomfortable subjects for Christians: money.  Ah, yes, 

this is a topic that has angered church goers for centuries.  I have heard it many times when 

visiting people who have fallen away from church.  As we talk about what it is that has gotten in 

the way of their attendance at church, often the answer is, “All the church wants is my money.”  

Now, I am a sinful human being with a sinful nature and so my initial, inside my head only 

response is, “No, you want all your money.”  Paul teaches us some important truths about giving 

today and helps us learn that we can rejoice to share in the gospel work of the church through 

our gifts. 

It is important for us to review a bit from last week to follow what Paul is saying this week.  In the 

end of last week’s lesson, Paul started giving thanks to the Philippians for their gifts.  Let me read 

that for you: “I rejoice greatly in the Lord now that you have revived your concern for me once 

again. Actually, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this 

because I lack anything; in fact, I have learned to be content in any circumstances in which I find 

myself. I know what it is to live in humble circumstances, and I know what it is to have more than 

enough. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, while being full or 

hungry, while having plenty or not enough. I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens 

me.” 

Basically Paul said thanks for the gift.  By saying thanks I am not asking for more, I just want you 

to know that I appreciate it.  If I have to live with nothing, I can do it because I have learned to 

live with nothing.  Christ strengthens me to endure through any situation.  But he also wants to 

celebrate their gift.  So he says, “Nevertheless, you did well by becoming partners with me in my 

affliction.”  Though they were 1200 miles apart, their gift showed that they were partners in 

everything that was happening.  The Philippians felt the tough situation Paul was in.  He was 

imprisoned for Christ.  Paul usually funded his own ministry by working which he could not do 

while under house arrest.  The Philippians were empathetic with Paul in his suffering but also 

knew the importance of seeing to it that the gospel message continued to be shared. 



Today, our church workers generally don’t hold a job outside the church.  Christians 

congregations share in the work of nurturing souls within the congregation with God’s Word and 

sharing the Word outside of the congregation by allowing their pastors to do that work full-time 

without having to worry about where their next meal will come from or how they will put a roof 

over their heads.  As the apostle Paul said, a Christian congregation does well when it partners in 

the work of it’s pastor by allowing gospel ministry to be his full-time work.  So when you place 

that offering in the plate as you walk in, or as you click the button on your smartphone or as you 

set up a giving plan online, you aren’t lowering your net worth, you are partnering in the gospel 

ministry of this congregation in the world.  Paul says you have done exceedingly well to partner 

in this way. 

It has always been the way in the world that money is viewed as the most necessary thing to 

survive.  Those with money controlled things.  I have heard big givers to the church in the past 

then try to say that since they give so much things ought to be done their way.  Today, even more 

than before, money is viewed as the secret to happiness.  When you can buy whatever you want, 

then you will be happy.  You and I are not immune.  If we give a little less to church then we will 

have a little more.  It was a tough week and if I am going to get my Starbucks each day this week, 

I am going to have to back off on my offering.  Our hearts are as tied to our money as anyone.  It 

is a constant battle against our sinful nature, but let’s see how Paul shows us we can view our 

money differently. 

The Philippians were a brand new congregation that Paul gathered by the gospel in Philippi as he 

traveled through on his missionary journey.  Eventually, he had to leave and continue sharing the 

gospel in neighboring communities.  Before he even got too far away, the new Christians at 

Philippi had gathered a gift and sent it to Paul before he left the neighboring town.  Their 

eagerness to give was a reflection of their joy over what they had received from Paul.  Paul said, 

“You Philippians know that in the beginning of your experience with the gospel, when I left 

Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you 

alone.” 

When Paul first arrived in Philippi, he went down to the river and met a group of women praying 

down by the river.  Paul shared with them that it was Jesus Christ who had come to rescue them 

from sin and from an empty life of trying to earn their way to heaven.  Paul stopped a Roman 

jailor from killing himself and answered this man’s most desperate question, “Sir, what must I do 

to be saved?”  Paul was able to give him the simple gospel, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will 

be saved.”  He was baptized that night and his household along with him.  Paul taught them and 

the rest of the new believers that their citizenship was in heaven because Jesus has taken away 

their sin and given them eternal life. 



It was Paul’s giving of the gospel of free and faithful grace that moved the Philippians to give gifts 

in return.  As Paul shared the gospel with them, they gave thanks to God with their own gifts. 

In that sense it is fitting that the offering, outside of a pandemic, is taken after the lessons and 

sermon.  For there the pastor is able to share with his people what the Word of the Lord says to 

them for today.  He is able to open the Scriptures and explain how this lesson exposes the deep 

sin in our hearts and lives.  He is able to show how desperate our spiritual situation is and how 

much we deserve hell.  But he is also able to point them to Jesus our only God and Savior, who 

has taken away every sin and guarantees the resurrection from the dead and eternal life.  It is 

from the joy of receiving the gospel of salvation that the Christian gives thanks to God by 

returning to him some of the blessings God has bestowed on them. 

Paul calls what the Philippians did, “Fruit that can be added to their account.”  Notice that Paul 

never mentions the size of the gift.  That is because his concern is not with the gift itself, but with 

what it reveals about the givers.  The Philippians eagerly, without thought for their own bank 

accounts, sent a gift to help Paul in his ministry.  This was a fruit of their faith.  It showed Paul 

that they treasured the gospel.  It showed Paul that the Philippians were connected to Jesus like 

a branch is connected to the vine and the fruit that they bore was evident in their gift to Paul. 

Paul also calls their gift “a sweet smelling fragrance, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to 

God.”  Here Paul draws us back into the Old Testament where sacrifices, usually animals, were 

burned on the altar of burnt offering.  The whole sacrifice was burned into ashes.  God never 

received any of the sacrifice, but the Old Testament says that the smell of the sacrifices the 

people made out of love for him was a sweet smelling fragrance in his nostrils.  Now much of that 

is imagery to help us human beings understand.  God doesn’t have nostrils, he is a spirit.  Yet, 

those sacrifices were pleasing to him because his people willingly took something valuable of 

their own and sacrificed it to him to show their love. 

Make no mistake, an offering is a sacrifice.  In an offering we take something valuable and useful 

to us and we give it to God to say thank-you for all of his love and blessing to us.  Once a man 

offered King David wood and animals so he could make a sacrifice to God, but David recognized 

that getting those things for free and then giving them as a sacrifice was not a sacrifice.  David 

was offering nothing of value from himself.  Listen to what David says: 

Araunah said to David, “My lord the king can take it and offer whatever seems good to him. Here are oxen for the 

burnt offering, as well as the threshing sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. O King, 

Araunah is giving all this to the king.” Araunah also said to the king, “The LORD your God will 

accept you.” But the king said to Araunah, “No. I insist on purchasing it from you for what it is 

worth. I will not offer to the LORD my God burnt offerings that I did not pay for.” So David 



purchased the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. He built an altar to the LORD 

and offered burnt offerings and fellowship offerings there.” 

What a beautiful testimony David gave there as to what an offering and a sacrifice really is.  It is 

something of value to us that we willingly and cheerfully offer to the Lord.  Then it is a sweet 

smelling fragrance, pleasing to the Lord. 

In a few verses, Paul reminds the Philippians and us so much about what an offering really is.  It 

is not about the money, it is about the attitude of the heart.  It is not about the amount, it is the 

expression of gratitude and thanks that it represents.  It is a partnership in the ministry of the 

gospel that we share together as pastor and people.  The church doesn’t want your money, but 

it wants to partner with you together in the ministry that we share of nurturing each other in 

Christ and reaching out with that gospel to the world.  So when the offering plate is available or 

the app is open and the opportunity is there to give your gift, produce fruit that shows you are 

connected to Jesus the vine.  Sure, it is going to cost you, but that is the point, isn’t it? 

Are you going to go hungry because you give?  No, Paul makes that clear when he says, “And my 

God will fully supply your every need, according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. Now to our 

God and Father be glory forever and ever! Amen.” 


