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I served as a vicar in Marinette, Wisconsin.  It is on the border between the Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan and Wisconsin on Lake Michigan.  A vicar is the third year of our Seminary program.  It 

is an intern year served in a congregation under an experienced pastor.  My wife and I were just 

married the summer before.  We lived in an area with pretty good fishing, especially on the 

Menominee River that ran through town.  I hadn’t done much fishing in the years before due to 

school and working and such, but I wanted to be able to do it again.  There was a bridge across 

the river where you could fish from a lowered walkway but it was completely different fishing 

than I had ever done before.  I didn’t know what gear to use or the best bait to use.  So I spoke 

with a local and found out what to do and how to do it.  I was very grateful for his help and 

enjoyed spending some time fishing that year.  In the gospel lesson today, Jesus calls some 

fisherman to do some fishing they had never done before.  Through these fishermen he teaches 

us all that we have a mission to do, to reach out as fishers of men. 

It is important to know that the men that we meet in the lesson today were not unfamiliar with 

Jesus.  Simon and Andrew were disciples of John the Baptist.  John encouraged them to follow 

Jesus because he was the Lamb of God and so Simon and Andrew did.  James and John were likely 

a part of that group of disciples as well.  This was not full-time following at this point.  Jesus 

withdrew from his ministry for a short while and the fellows went back to their jobs as fisherman.  

But this time it was different.  Jesus now called them to leave their careers behind and come and 

follow him full time. 

We know that this is a call to fully follow Jesus in what he says, “Come, follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.”  Immediately the brothers left their nets and followed Jesus.  Now, we may 

be amazed at the brothers for taking such a risk.  What guarantee did Jesus provide for their 

future livelihood?  None.  What guarantee did they have that their lives would be successful 

following Jesus?  None.  But they leave everything behind, their careers, their livelihood, their 

families and immediately follow Jesus. 

But what is the real reason they follow Jesus and do so immediately, at Jesus’ simple call?  It is 

because the Holy Spirit has convinced them in their hearts that this Jesus is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world.  He is the one prophesied in the Old Testament.  The Holy Spirit 

led them to take the message of Jesus to heart, repent and believe the good news.  It was a call 

to recognize that their sins had made them enemies of God in need of forgiveness and salvation. 



It was a call to recognize Jesus was their only hope and the only way to eternal life.  The Holy 

Spirit led them to repent and believe the good news. 

It was the powerful Word of Jesus that led them to repentance and to trust that Jesus was their 

only Savior.  It was the powerful Word of Jesus that led them to immediately drop what they 

were doing and follow Jesus. 

Our experience with Jesus hasn’t exactly been the same.  Jesus didn’t visit us at our place of 

employment and call out to us to follow him.  Yet, in another way, our experience was exactly 

the same.  When we were undeserving sinners and lost eternally, Jesus called to us in his powerful 

Word to repent and believe the good news about him. 

When was his call to you?  Was it at your baptism when through God’s Word of promise and the 

water the Holy Spirit created faith in your heart to trust in Jesus?  Was it when you were a child 

and your parents brought you to hear God’s Word in Sunday school that the Holy Spirit worked 

through God’s Word to create faith in you?  Was it when you were an adult that someone shared 

God’s Word with you, a friend or a pastor or someone else?  We all have our own story, whether 

it was fishing by the Sea of Galilee or visiting with a friend that Jesus called to us in his Word, 

“Come, follow me,” 

I wonder how much the new disciples knew at that moment?  Did they know what they would 

be getting into?  In time they would realize that they would no longer be snagging and selling 

fish, they would be rescuing people and freeing them from slavery to the Devil.  They wouldn’t 

be using nylon nets and weights, they would be using Jesus’ powerful Word.  You see there is not 

other way to catch people for Christ than for Christ’s powerful Word to be unleashed on them.  

There is no other way except that the Holy Spirit work in people’s hearts.  Only then can their be 

a catch of Christians. 

This impacts our work as a church.  It is clear from Jesus’ words to the disciples that they were to 

be fishers of men.  He spoke to those same disciples at the end of his ministry and extended that 

mission beyond just those disciples to all Christians who would come after them.  He said to them, 

“He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”  He says the same 

to us.  Our mission is to go into all the world and preach the gospel. 

It is incredible to think that God includes us in this important work, that God would use us to 

share the message!  Paul emphasizes that very clearly in the Second Lesson today when he says, 

“And all these things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation. That is, God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting 

their trespasses against them. And he has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ.”  God uses us as ambassadors, a person who brings a 



message from one person to another.  God has reconciled the world to himself in Christ and uses 

us to share that message with others, to fish for them as Jesus says in the Gospel. 

Too often we as Christians would rather fish in our own little pool. It is easiest to keep the 

message to ourselves rather than share it with others.  There are many reasons for that.  Usually 

people feel ill-equipped to be someone who tells another about Jesus.  Maybe you fall into that 

camp.  You just don’t know what you would say or how you would say it.  Sometimes we just 

don’t recognize the need in the world for the gospel, we don’t see the people around us as people 

who are really hurting to know that God loves them and has rescued them from sin.   

So as a church it is important to consider how we are doing in letting out the nets of the gospel 

in our community and world.  The first thing to consider is how are we doing in training the 

members of our congregation, young and old to be fishers of men?  Jesus didn’t call the disciples 

to be fishers of men and then shove them into the world to fish.  No, he would spend time 

teaching them so they would be ready to fish.  It is important for our members to involve 

themselves in the things that can grow their knowledge of God and his Word which will prepare 

them to be better ambassadors.  We talked about that last week, how it is a part of our mission 

to learn God’s Word.  Make use of the opportunities our church provides to grow in God’s Word. 

Our congregation has been active in direct mailing to our community at times when people are 

more likely to think about going to church even if they don’t regularly attend or have a church in 

our community.  We mail them out at Christmas and Easter and though it is impossible to gauge 

the overall impact, we know that it is important that our church is here and interested in them.  

We are at a disadvantage in the community with our location.  At one time we sat in the middle 

of what was the town.  Now, we are on the edge and Jordan is growing away from us.  Finding 

ways to get our community to see us is important.  We have floated ideas like hosting a blood 

drive or a farmer’s market in our parking lot.  We are working with the Jordan Lions to host a 

drive through fish fry this Lent. 

We also have a new mover program which mails cards to new movers in our communities and 

then the goal is to deliver them a bag of a few household essentials to say welcome to our 

community, we are glad you are here.  It is at a time of change in people’s lives, like a move to a 

new community that can get people thinking about making changes in their lives, such as finding 

a new church or getting back to church. 

It is important that we are a friendly church so that when we are able to “catch” a few, that they 

feel like this is a place where they can find friends and a church family.   Watch out for people 

you don’t know and say hello.  Introduce yourself and be interested in them. 

Above all let us never forget that it isn’t the church building or the friendly faces or the farmers 

market that changes hearts, it is the gospel.  Our goal as a church isn’t just to serve our 



community, but to save it with the gospel message of Jesus.  No matter what we do as a church 

to reach others, it must be with the goal to share the message of Jesus with them.  No amount 

of fish fry is going to change a heart.  No amount of garage sale is going to overcome unbelief.  It 

is the gospel that is the net that catches people.  God uses us to cast that net into the world. 

Today, we will install our church council.  We give thanks to God for these men who are focused 

on improving the work our congregation does to carry out its mission.  One of our committees is 

the Outreach Committee, led by Jonathan Zander.  At this time we are looking for people, men 

and women, who may be interested in helping our congregation do what Jesus has given us to 

do, to be fishers of people.  Let Jonathan know that you would like to be a part of this important 

mission work. 

I am thankful to the guy on the bridge who taught me how to fish in the Menomonee River so 

long ago.  He made sure I had the right knowledge and bait to catch fish.  Jesus has given us the 

mission to be fishers of people.  He has also given us the knowledge and the bait.  Let’s get some 

lines in the water.  Amen. 

 


