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Peace be with you, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 

It is often uncertainty in life that robs us of peace.  The first day of school causes anxiety because 

of the unknown.  We don’t know what to expect.  Uncertainty about whether or not we will have 

enough money to retire causes anxiety and robs us of peace.  Uncertainty about whether or not 

vaccines will work and for how long they will work makes us anxious.  It leads to uncertainty 

about what our lives will be like in the future.  As we process information, we struggle to know 

what is true and what isn’t which leads to anxiety and uncertainty.  Yet Jesus greets his anxious 

disciples today and he greets his anxious people sitting here today with his Easter greeting, 

“Peace be with you.” 

It isn’t clear from Luke’s gospel how the chronology of these Easter appearances from Jesus 

happened.  We know he met the Emmaus disciples on the road on Easter, but when did this 

meeting with the anxious disciples happen?  Was it the same as the upper room visit when 

Thomas wasn’t there?  It seems likely.  Luke’s goal isn’t to give us a chronology, but comfort that 

Jesus has risen from the dead. 

But Jesus appears with his disciples and speaks those amazing words, “Peace be with you.”  It is 

likely that this is Jesus’ Easter upper room greeting which we heard about last week.  In John’s 

Gospel he focuses on Jesus’ hands and feet to prove to the disciples that it is him and he is alive.  

But Luke gives us another detail which John leaves out.  Jesus asks for something to eat.  They 

give him a piece of fish and some honeycomb.  Then Jesus did what a ghost cannot do—he ate.  

Jesus is not a ghost, or a spirit.  He has flesh and blood and a digestive system.  The risen Christ 

is able to eat the food and enjoy it because his is truly risen from the dead.  So, with deeper and 

further proof, Jesus shows his disciples and us, that Easter is no myth.  Jesus is risen indeed! 

With indisputable proof that he is risen, Jesus then points his disciples to the importance of his 

Word which gave them all this information and everything they needed to know to prepared 

them for everything that happened.  “He said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” 



Did the disciples know the Old Testament Scriptures?  Probably not as well as they should.  Jesus 

taught them the Scriptures during their time together.  He taught them from the Old Testament 

as well as giving them “new words from God” as he spoke and taught.  But their knowledge and 

their ability to “connect the dots” of God’s Word and see prophecy and fulfillment may have still 

been lacking.  But Jesus shows how important it is to know God’s Word because what God’s Word 

says will never fail.  Jesus says, “This is what is written and so it must be.” 

How would you rate your knowledge of Scripture?  Do you know just enough to get by?  Do you 

have a “Jeopardy” knowledge of Scripture?  When the tv show comes on you can usually make it 

to “The Bible for 800” before you start to falter?  Being able to name the 12 disciples is good.  

Knowing the twelve tribes of Israel is helpful.  Bible facts are good, but the Bible isn’t just a fact 

book.  It is God’s Word for repentance and forgiveness of sins. 

It’s message of law is important to show me that I deserve nothing from God but his eternal wrath 

and punishment.  It tells me that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  When I get 

to full of myself for my good deeds it reminds me that “Even your righteous acts are like filthy 

rags.”  When I lose control of my tongue it reminds me, “Obscenity, foolish talk, and coarse joking 

are out of place.”  The law shows me how lost I am on my own and how much I need Savior. 

It’s message of the gospel pours forth God’s love and mercy on me.  It shows me the depth of 

Jesus love as he ascends the cross in my place.  It shows me that God’s wrath earned by me was 

poured out on Jesus when he said, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me.”  It reminds 

me, “But God, because he is rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 

made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in trespasses. It is by grace you have been 

saved! He also raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus. He did this so that, in the coming ages, he might demonstrate the surpassing riches of his 

grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. Indeed, it is by grace you have been saved, through 

faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 

boast.” 

What a joy to know these truths from Scripture.   Jesus summarizes it all and tells us that this is 

what is written and so it must be and so it was!  Your salvation is true.  Heaven is your home!  

How do you know?  Listen to the witnesses who saw Jesus’ hands and feet.  They saw the fish go 

into Jesus’ mouth and not fall through a ghost onto the floor.  Listen to God’s Word which told 

you it would happen this way.  Listen because it was! 

Now God would strengthen our faith and trust in him through greater knowledge and 

understanding from his Word.  God would have us learn more about how he helps us in this life, 

from easing our anxiety, to reminding us that he is still in control of this world which seems to be 

spinning out of control.  He does that through his Word. 



What keeps you from digging deeper?  Often people say, “I try, but it is hard to understand.”  

Here is the interesting thing about God’s Word.  It is so simple that a child can understand it.  We 

teach young children how God worked and helped in the lives of his Bible people.  We teach them 

that God created everything.  We teach them how God destroyed the world in the flood because 

of sin.  We teach them how Jesus was born among us and lived and how he came to rescue us 

from sin and how he was raised again so that we too will live forever, and they understand it and 

they love it. 

On the other hand, you will never exhaust all that can be learned from God’s Word in your 

lifetime.  This past week, I studied with other pastors and we spent three days on two chapters 

of the Book of Acts!  Even then we didn’t mine everything that could be gathered from that 

section of Scripture.  God doesn’t ask us to know it all, but he wants us to be lifelong students of 

his Word. 

How can you do that?  Start reading the Bible for yourself.  Don’t start in the Book of Revelation.  

Get to know the life of Christ through the four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Pick a 

companion book to help you.  Use a People’s Bible.  There is one for every book of the Bible which 

helps with simple explanation and extra information about what is going on.  It provides some 

application to life. 

Come to Bible Class.  There we dig deeper into God’s Word, what it means, how it applies to your 

life today.  We can answer questions and have discussions about how God’s Word relates to what 

is happening in the world today.  We grow together as members of the congregation as we share 

what we know and what we don’t with each other. 

Use the Meditation booklets each day or subscribe to daily devotions through the WELS website.  

It is an easy way to have a short devotion each day.  You can listen while driving to work or during 

your workout or lunch break. 

Finally, you have a helper.  Jesus told his disciples, “Look, I am sending you what my Father 

promised.”  He is talking about the Holy Spirit who would help the disciples after Jesus has 

ascended.  He would help them to understand the Scriptures just as Jesus opened the minds of 

the disciples to understand.  So we too have the Holy Spirit as a gift of God.  He has created faith 

in our hearts to trust God and his Word and now he helps us to understand God’s Word, opening 

our minds to see all that God has done and given us in his Word. 

No matter how you do it, Jesus shows us the importance of being connected to the Scriptures.  

The old evil foe is shifting the attitudes and thinking and morality of our world against God.  It 

will be all the more important for us to know and understand what God’s Word says about all 

these matters and how we should apply that to our Christian lives.  It is only going to get harder 



and harder.  We will need the knowledge, understanding and strength from God’s Word all the 

more.  To stand for God and his Word in this world. 

500 years ago, almost to this very hour, Martin Luther stood before the Holy Roman Emperor 

Charles V at the Diet of Worms.  He was asked to recant all that he had written about God’s Word 

in his books and to recant and declare as false the justification by faith alone that he had learned 

from God’s Word and was preaching.  He was told to recant or he would be put to death.  With 

strength from God’s Word and the Holy Spirit, Martin Luther said, “Unless I am convinced by the 

teachings of Holy Scripture or by sound reasoning—for I do not believe either the pope or 

councils alone, since they have often made mistakes and have even said the exact opposite about 

the same point—I am tied by the Scriptures I have quoted and by my conscience.  I cannot and I 

will not recant anything, for to God against conscience is neither safe nor right.  Here I stand!  

God help me, Amen.” 

May we be so connected to the Scriptures that we too can stand for God’s Word in this world 

and that we can receive from it the supreme assurance of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  

God help us through his Word.  Amen. 

 


