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In 1867, 15-year-old Erasmus Jacobs found a shiny stone on his family’s farm in South Africa. He 

showed it to his family and eventually to a neighbor who was interested in unusual stones and 

offered to purchase it. Not knowing its value, Erasmus’ mother told the neighbor, “You can keep 

the stone if you want it.” The neighbor later sent the stone to a mineralogist who determined it 

to be a 21.25 carat diamond worth a great deal. It was the first diamond discovered in South 

Africa and was named the Eureka Diamond. Soon the fields near the Jacobs’ farm soared in value. 

Underneath the land was one of the richest diamond deposits ever discovered.  

Finding treasure like that is often on people’s minds; from a little boy digging in the backyard, to 

the adult panning for gold in the mountains, to the ocean explorer searching for sunken pirate 

ships. Do you ever dream of finding a treasure? It might surprise you to know that you already 

possess the greatest treasure of all. It’s the gospel of salvation. Today Jesus encourages us to 

Treasure the Gospel. We treat the gospel like the treasure it is when we consider its worth and 

share its wealth.  

In Matthew 13, Jesus teaches seven parables, including these three, about “the kingdom of 

heaven.” That phrase sometimes conjures up mental images of heaven, the New Jerusalem, with 

its gem and jewel-studded walls, pearly gates, and golden streets. That’s the culmination of the 

kingdom, but here in the world the kingdom of heaven is God’s activity of calling sinners to faith 

through the means of grace—the gospel in word and sacraments. That is the key to help us 

correctly understand what Jesus is saying.  

He explains, “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field. A man found it.” With so 

much political instability and the constant threat of war in those days, it was common for a 

person to divide his wealth into thirds. One third he would keep on him for daily needs and 

business expenses. Another third he would invest in precious jewels that could easily be taken 

with him if he had to flee for any reason. The final third he would bury in the ground to be dug 

up when he was able to return home. Of course, there was always the possibility that he could 

die and not return home. Then his treasure’s location would be unknown to anybody. Evidently 

the man in Jesus’ parable happened to find such a buried treasure. He wasn’t even looking for it, 

but stumbled onto it by accident. But when he considered its worth, “… he sold all that he had 

and bought that field.”  



This man represents all those who hear and believe the gospel of Jesus even though they weren’t 

searching for it. They were making their own way through life, either intensely miserable or 

blissfully unaware. Either way, they thought that what really mattered was a big fat bank account, 

robust stock portfolio, nice house, family, food, and fun, fun, fun. But when they attended the 

baptism, Christian wedding, or funeral of a friend or family member, they heard the precious 

truth of forgiveness and eternal life through Jesus. They immediately realized its value. They 

weren’t looking for the gospel, but God graciously put them in touch with it and opened their 

eyes to its eternal worth. Jesus reinforced that truth with the parable about the merchant 

searching for fine pearls. He happened to find one that was more perfect and precious than he 

could ever imagine. He, too, sold everything he had just to buy this pearl of great price. It may 

sound the same, but this parable has a twist. This man represents people who are searching for 

truth, enlightenment, wisdom, acceptance, contentment, or comfort in tragedy. They’re seeking 

something to fill the emptiness of life caused by sin. Maybe without even knowing it, they’re 

really seeking reconciliation with God. They might look for it in the famous thinkers and 

philosophers of the world, or in the many religions that stress work-righteousness. But they 

search in vain because these things can’t produce the righteousness that God demands. Some, 

however, come into contact with the Bible which reveals the greatest treasure: “a righteousness 

from God, apart from law has been made known…This righteousness from God comes through 

faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” With a new faith in that message, they find what they 

were looking for, and so much more. They consider the gospel to be priceless.  

How much do you consider the gospel to be worth? Evidently something, because you’re here 

today. But is the gospel your greatest treasure? Maybe this is the first Sunday that you’ve been 

to worship in a while because you’ve been “busy.” That excuse alone exposes that on Sunday 

mornings some things are more important to you. Maybe you’re a regular for this one hour on 

Sundays, but use the Word very little the rest of the week. I work with the Word almost every 

day, but so easily fall into thinking how I’m going to apply it to all of you, and not really to myself. 

Or very often we do apply the Word to every area of our lives except for those pet sins, the ones 

we’re comfortable with.  

A religious billboards along I-35 in the Bible belt once said, “Real Christians obey God’s 

commands.” I know what it was reacting to, but I found myself wondering, “Do I always obey 

God’s commands? No. So am I a real Christian? Does God really love me?” I’ll bet I’m not alone 

in that thinking. Our natural human solution is to try better next time, lead a cleaner life. But no 

matter how hard we work, there’s still that nagging feeling that things with God are not exactly 

square. It’s because of what God wrote in Psalm 49: “The ransom for a life is costly, no payment 

is ever enough.” The fact is, the good works of a thousand lifetimes cannot make up for one sin. 

No amount of money can buy God’s forgiveness. All the world’s treasures combined couldn’t 



make a down payment on forgiveness. Deep down, our consciences know and testify to that 

truth.  

But like the two men in our lesson, rejoice in the precious discovery that God provided someone 

to pay the price for you! His Son, Jesus Christ, took your place under the law, lived righteously, 

and credited you with his righteous life. He paid the costly bill of your sin by spilling his holy, 

precious blood on the altar of the cross to win what you couldn’t: God’s full forgiveness. At death 

he cried out, “It is finished!” meaning you can’t and don’t have to chip in anything to complete 

the job. Forgiveness is a free gift of God’s grace through Jesus. Faith joyfully grabs ahold of that 

wonderful news that through Jesus, God has declared me forgiven, righteous, and holy before 

him. Along with forgiveness, we have the joyful hope of a future perfect home in heaven and the 

comfort of knowing that in all things God is working for our good until he gets us there.  

But if righteousness, salvation, and even faith are given to us, what did Jesus mean in saying that 

the two men sold all they had to purchase their precious treasure? Do we have to sell all our 

worldly possessions in order to possess the gospel? No. Isaiah 55 clears up how we purchase this 

gift: “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy 

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost… Listen, listen to me, and eat 

what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear to me and come to me; 

hear me that your soul may live.” Christ’s forgiveness is free. Eternal life is God’s gift. Selling 

everything and making every effort to obtain the gospel happens when we simply listen to God’s 

Word and trust that Jesus’ righteous life and innocent death for sin is my death and life. Jesus 

alone is my Savior.  

While obtaining the gospel is free, retaining it comes at a high cost. Jesus said, “Anyone who does 

not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” Being a disciple of Christ means putting 

him before everyone in our lives—an allegiance that can bring trouble and persecution from our 

closest family and friends. It means a willingness to gladly follow Jesus’ commands, including 

giving a generous portion of my income to him as a thank-offering. Is holding on to the gospel 

worth all that? Listen to Paul who knew he was about to die because of the gospel: “I am already 

being poured out like a drink offering and the time has come for my departure. For I have fought 

the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award me on that day.” What’s 

the value of the gospel that enables us to stare down death and be absolutely certain that we 

have eternal life? Priceless.  

Jesus then told another parable about how the net of the gospel catches both good and bad fish. 

That means both believers and unbelievers, or hypocrites, will be drawn to the preaching of the 

gospel in the world until Judgment Day, when the angels will separate the righteous and the 

wicked. Afterwards, Jesus asked, “Have you understood all these things?” “Yes,” they replied. 



The disciples still had a lot to learn, as they would make clear in the future. But through faith they 

caught what Jesus was teaching here. So he spoke one more parable. “Therefore, every teacher 

of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house 

who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” Jesus taught his disciples not just 

for their own sakes, but so they could be stewards and share the wealth of the gospel with others. 

They would proclaim the Old Testament promises and their fulfillment in Christ. He was preparing 

his disciples to “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” He was equipping 

them to instruct others.  

Through his holy, inspired Word, Jesus instructs and equips us too. He trains us to live our faith 

and to be his witnesses. Are you ready for that task? You are when you listen to and study the 

Scriptures at home and church. You know the Bible’s basic teachings will never change. But 

continuing study will teach you that there is always much more to learn. Paul wrote, “All Scripture 

is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 

that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Continual study of the 

Bible will help you better apply the Word to yourself, to others, to every situation you face in life, 

and to every false teaching that arises around you. By digging into the gold mine of God’s Word 

you will bring out of your storehouse new treasures as well as old.  

Whenever people find a treasure, they naturally tell others. Erasmus Jacob told his family and his 

neighbor about the shiny stone he had found. Lottery winners tell everybody that they are rich. 

Archaeologists want to share their discovery with the world. Just this week a team of 

archaeologists reported they have discovered Bethsaida, the village where Peter, Andrew, and 

Philipp were from. Neither can we keep the treasure of the gospel to ourselves. The gospel is a 

treasure that loses its luster if it’s kept boxed up inside of us, but a treasure that shines brighter 

than the sun as it is shared over and over again. In your heart as well as in your life, consider the 

gospel’s priceless treasure for yourself and share its invaluable worth with others. Amen. 


